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CASP Partners with Department of Health Care Access and Information to Provide Guidance on School
Psychologist's Scope of Practice in the MTSS Setting

Sacramento, CA — June 25, 2026 — The California Association of School Psychologists (CASP), in collaboration with
several associations and organizations, partnered with the California Department of Health Care Access and
Information (HCAI) to clarify guidance to schools on the scope of practice for school psychologists, Certified
Wellness Coaches, and other Pupil Personnel Service (PPS) mental health providers within the Multi-Tiered System
of Support (MTSS) framework. CASP leaders provided feedback on the role of school psychologists in helping
students in the Tier 1, 2 and 3 settings. The feedback helped define key roles for school psychologists in the context
of other mental health providers such as school counselors, school social workers, and Certified Wellness Coaches.

"Part of CASP’s mission is to nurture partnerships like this one with HCAI to build additional capacity and help our
schoolchildren in need of mental health support," said CASP President Chris Jones. "Additionally, we have
incredible leaders who provide incredible value to our communities through their expertise and time."

CASP members Tom Sopp and Stephanie Murray spearheaded the effort with HCAI. They have more than 40 years
of combined expertise working with children as school psychologists. Both highly accomplished, Sopp was CASP
President from 2016-2017 and received the prestigious 2025 Sandra Goff Memorial Award for his lifetime
achievement, and Murray received the 2025 Nadine Lambert Outstanding School Psychologist Award. Both are
Co-Chairs of the CASP Mental Wellness Committee.

Tom Sopp, stated, “Supporting student mental health takes a coordinated, schoolwide approach. We are honored to
work with HCAI to help strengthen the systems and partnerships needed to support students across Tiers 1, 2, and
3-71

“School psychologists are an integral part of supporting students at all tiers of a Multi-Tiered System of Support in
partnership with other school-employed mental health providers.” Stephanie Murray added, “We were so pleased
with the recognition of this and the collaboration with HCAI in developing this project.”

The California Association of School Psychologists is a 2,000-member, 75-year-old statewide professional association
representing school psychologists and licensed educational psychologists (LEPs) in California. The CASP mission is to
foster the well-being of the children and youth, schools, and communities it serves through legislative advocacy,
professional development, communications, publications, ethical guidelines, and direct services to its members.
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